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lllinois Concealed Carry Instructor Fraud:

Are citizens being trained correctly to carry concealed firearms?

M BY JOHN KRUPA Il

As citizens rush to
obtain their Illinois
Concealed Carry
License (CCL), many
unwarily fall victim to
. instructors failing to

properly administer
the state mandated training require-
ments. The Illinois State Rifle Associa-
tion (ISRA) and the Illinois State Police
(ISP) have received numerous com-
plaints that ISP “approved instructors”
are taking short-cuts, skipping required
training elements or simply signing off
on CCL certifications without presenting
any course material at all.

As one of the senior State of Illinois
Certified Master Firearms Instructors, I
feel obligated to address these issues as
away to contribute to the education of
ISP-approved CCL firearms instructors
state-wide.

What should citizens look for when
selecting an ISP-approved CCL instruc-
tor?

When people ask me “What's the best
way to find a reliable CCL instructor?”
here’s the advice I give them:

Take your time, do your research and
don'trush at the first open slot in a class.

It’s better to find an instructor you are
confident in and wait your turn to train
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with him or her. When you find an
instructor on the Internet that interests
you, make sure that person is listed as an
approved instructor on the Illinois State
Police website. If that person is not listed
on the approved instructor list, but is
offering Illinois CCL classes, then it’s a
scam.

What is the instructor’s background?

Do the instructors have their creden-
tials available for you to review on their
website? If they don't have their creden-
tials posted on their website, ask them to
provide you with a copy of their Profes-
sional Vita. If they decline to show you
their Professional Vita, I'd seriously ques-
tion considering them as the person you
want to complete your CCL training
with.

Keep in mind that the person you
select to certify you for your CCL is the
person that is required to retain your
training records and will be one of the
witnesses subpoenaed to court to testify
on your behalf. The selection process to
secure your personal defense expert
starts before using deadly force, and
begins with the person you select to cer-
tify you for your CCL!

When reviewing an instructor’s cre-
dentials, you also want to look at the
instructor’s experience. Are you selecting
a person that specializes in personal
defense training? Can they demonstrate
the length of their experience on this
subject? Will that person be able to pro-
vide expert testimony in court on your
behalf based on their established expe-
rience? You may want to consider avoid-
ing inexperienced instructors with no
background so you don't end up being
their crash test dummies.



Get familiar with the Illinois CCL law

Go to the ISP website and download
the Illinois CCL Law PDE It’s a lengthy
document (160 pages-plus), so take it
to a print shop and have it printed dou-
ble-sided on 3-hole punched paper so
you can keep it in a binder. This will
allow you to highlight the important
issues you need to remember and
make notes where needed.

Read the law and become familiar
with it prior to attending your CCL cer-
tification course. Write down questions
on topics you don’t understand and
have them ready to ask the instructors
as they cover those topics. You are not
going to become intimate with this law
over a 16-hour course. Ultimately, it
will be up to you to know and under-
stand the law.

Review the list of topics the Illinois
CCL law requires you to learn. Go to
the ISP website and download the Con-
cealed Carry License Firearms Curricu-
lum Approval PDE This form outlines
the curriculum elements each instruc-
toris required by state law to present to
their students. Print this form out and
bring it with you to class and check off
each element as the instructor presents
them to ensure the instructor covers all
of the elements you are required to
learn.,

Should the instructor miss any of the
required elements listed on the Cur-
riculum Approval form or fails to cover
them in detail, make sure you ask ques-
tions about those elements until you
are satisfied that you understand them.

Ifan instructor deliberately skips any
of the elements they are required to
teach or refuses to address your ques-
tions about elements they have failed
to cover, then you have not been prop-
erly trained as required by state law. If
this happens, I recommend that you
immediately withdraw from the class,
request that your tuition be refunded
and find an instructor on the ISP web-
site that is going to present the course
materials correctly.

Ifyou are the victim of any instructor
transgressions described above, you
should be aware that the Illinois State
Police has investigators assigned to
investigate these violations. Any ISP -
sustained complaints will result in that

instructor’s ISP approval ID number
being revoked and their name removed
from the approved instructor list.

Tips for ISP Approved CCL Firearms
Instructors

First and foremost, congratulations
if you made the ISP approved instruc-
tors list. While many of you have
worked very hard to become certified
and registered to teach Illinois CCL
courses, it is important to know that
the bulk of the instructor transgres-
sions that have been reported to the
ISP have been committed by a very
small percentage of approved instruc-
tors.

That being said, here are some tips
that can help you provide the most
professional CCL training courses to
your students:

Know the law and protect your stu-
dents: There is a lot of responsibility in
teaching this program. As an instruc-
tor, you have to know the Illinois CCL
law beyond a “working knowledge.”
Instructors need to understand the law
at alevel where they should not only be
able to teach it, but also be able to
explain what they presented as an
expert during testimony at depositions
and in a court of law. An instructor
must be able to demonstrate knowl-
edge of the Illinois CCL law beyond the
familiarization offered to students. If
an instructor fails to demonstrate
accurate knowledge of the law during
testimony, how can the instructor tes-
tify (demonstrate) that his/her stu-
dents were trained correctly?

If students claim they did what they
were trained to do, and it’s proven dur-
ing depositions and/or court testimo-
ny that the instructor did not train the
student correctly, the student is at fault
for not understanding the law. In turn,
as soon as the student is found liable
for punitive damages (or possibly crim-
inally convicted) that student is going
to file a vicarious liability lawsuit
against the instructor for failure to train
(i.e. improper training).

There are many cases that have
influenced law enforcement training
policy changes along these lines where
police officers sued their agency and
fellow officers for these very same rea-
sons. Instructors are responsible for

every student they certify. If one of your
students is involved in a CCL-related
use of deadly force incident (good or
bad) you can bet that the instructor
that certified that student is going to be
subpoenaed to testify in that case.

Be thorough in your presentation and
cover all CCL elements: Shortcuts are
not an option, so don't skip material or
leave anything out. Present the Illinois
CCL curriculum as required. Your stu-
dents are relying on you to be the
expert on this. Earn your students’ trust
and give them the confidence that you
have their back and they can rely on
you if their case ends up in court. So
many instructors are bent on present-
ing their CCL programs at the mini-
mum standards. If you read the ISP
curriculum requirements, you will see
that the ISP leaves the discretion up to
the instructors to exceed those stan-
dards. This means you can increase the
number of training hours to include
enhanced course elements: more dry-
practice drills, more live-fire drills,
extended lectures on combat mindset,
situational awareness, conflict resolu-
tion, etc.

You don't need to turn this into a 20-
or 30-hour course, but to add another
one or two hours to make sure your
students have everything they need is
just another way of showing how pro-
fessional you are at what you do, and
that you care about your students safe-
ty and well-being. Take pride in the
program you present and your stu-
dents’ will be proud to have trained
with you.

Continue to build your instructor cre-
dentials: As instructors, we are com-
mitted to serving our students. We
serve our students by striving for excel-
lence in training and being the best we
can at what we do. We become the best
by constantly training hard and seek-
ing perfection in every task we com-
plete. These are the traits that make us
unique. @
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